
 

 
 
19 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Towards the End of Term 
 
Our in-school Lateral Flow Testing program is now complete with all students having returned to 
school today.  I hope that you and your daughters are positive about the return to school and that it 
has gone well for you. 
 
The testing process in school went more smoothly than any of us could have hoped for and I want to 
extend my thanks to all colleagues in school who supported the process, the testers from ‘INSIGHT’ 
and to you and your daughters for your support during this period. 
 
Home Testing Kits 
Your daughter has now been issued with her 2 x test kits (6 tests in total) enabling her to Covid-19 
test at home, 3 to 5 days apart. 
 
It is important that your daughter retains one test to do on the evening of Sunday 17 April before 
the return to school after the Easter holidays.  This will support the school in remaining Covid free 
for the beginning of the summer term. 
 
I have not to date received any further information regarding the delivery of any more home test 
kits for students and for now am assuming that this will not continue into the summer term.  
However, I will of course update you if this changes. 
 
I am expecting there to be some further Covid updates from the Government prior to the start of 
the summer term and again will inform you of anything that relates to your daughter. 
 
School Fund 
Next week I will be sending a letter to all parents requesting voluntary donations for our school from 
parents who have not done so this academic year, would like to and are in the position to be able to 
do so. 
 
I am aware that we have families in our school community for whom the financial effect of Covid-19 
has impacted greatly and for whom this will not be possible.  
 
Parking on Rosemary Avenue 
I have written numerous previous communication requesting that parents do not drop off, pick up 
or park on Rosemary Avenue and am requesting this again. 
 
Local residents regularly complain in person and writing regarding the congestion on the road that 
this causes to them and whilst I assume that in deciding to live opposite a school there would be 
some expectation of busyness at the beginning and end of the school day I appreciate the disruption 
that this causes them. 
 
My view and that of the school is that it is not necessary for parents to do this and that it presents a 
health and safety risk to our students and staff. 
 



 

You will be aware that the pavements and road are narrow and do not facilitate two-way traffic 
passing with parked cars. 
 
The morning and afternoon traffic calming in place by Lavender School has additionally impacted on 
this. 
 
I have informed our safer school police team and local council of my concerns and encouraged them 
to be an additional presence at the beginning and end of the day to support my colleagues who 
work to keep your daughters safe at these key times of the day and to dissuade the use of the road. 
 
I would ask that you support the school by not accessing Rosemary Avenue by car and thank you for 
working with us for the welfare of your own and other parents’ daughters. 
 
End of Term Arrangements 
We finish this term on Thursday 1 April, which will be a half day with the dismissal of students from 
each site between 12.20 and 12.35pm (to allow for the dismissal of each year group bubble). 
 
The beginning of the summer term and return for all students to school following the Easter break 
is Monday 19 April with the staggered morning start and end of the school day timings remaining in 
place for the duration of the summer term. 
 
Over the first few weeks of the summer term I will be reviewing Covid related changes that were 
made to the school day this academic year and working with colleagues to plan for the autumn 
term.  This is an excellent opportunity to really focus on what we feel has worked well and want to 
maintain; what we want to revert back to pre-Covid times and what we want to do differently. 
 
It really does feel like we are getting back into a regular routine here in school and to enable this to 
continue we must, as a school community, continue to maintain a mindfulness around social 
distancing, hand sanitising etc. for the time being. 
 
I am looking forward to the summer term and the daily life of the school resuming and wish you, 
your daughters and your family a restful and happy Easter break when it arrives. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
Jennifer Gumbrell 
Headteacher 


