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December 2018                                                                                   

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

End of Autumn Term Newsletter 

 

We are almost at the end of a busy Autumn term, which will also be my first full year here as 

Headteacher. 

 

I want to thank you for your parental support to me during this year.  I have enjoyed meeting 

lots of parents and carers through a range of school events over the course of the year and, 

if I haven’t yet met you, I look forward to perhaps doing so during the next year. 

 

We have a wonderful school with so many opportunities for our students to develop both 
academically and socially and it is such a pleasure and privilege for me to be Headteacher here. 

 

Working together as staff and parents to support our girls’ achievements is so positive and I 

have experienced the very best of this many times over the course of this year. 

 

Alongside the daily business of teaching and learning, this term has been full with a wide range 

of activities, competitions, exhibitions, concerts, shows, educational visits and much more!  I 

know that you will want to join me in thanking our staff for providing such broad enrichment 

for students and for their commitments which extend well beyond the classroom and school 

day. 

 

This term we are saying farewell and thank you to: Emma Baker, Maria Clemmett and Sam 

Orsbourne. 

 

We wish them good luck for the next part of their life journey and hope that they will be very 

happy. 

 

In January we welcome to our school Christine Jackson (Food Coordinator).  We also 

welcome the following teacher placement staff for spring half term: Natalie Ellis (Computing 

and ICT teacher), Gian Halil (Maths Teacher), Mitchell Joseph (Science Teacher), Gwendoline 

Opara (English Teacher), and Matthew Smith (English Teacher). 

 

We look forward to working with them. 
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This term we had the first two of our parent/carers ‘forums’.  These are informal events for 

parents and carers to come into school and meet with me and each other to discuss general 

school matters and provide opportunity to contribute ideas or to raise general concerns 

whether student related or otherwise.  The forum does not take the place of other parent 

communication and are, of course, not meetings to discuss personal matters relating to a 

specific student. 

 

A number of parent and carers have requested the opportunity to attend that are unable to 

do so during the school day and, in response to this, I have slightly amended some of the 

details as previously detailed in the summer newsletter: 

 

If you would like to attend any of these sessions, I would ask that you contact the school 

before the day to book a meeting time. 

 

Future dates are as follows: 

 
Wednesday 13 February 2019  5.00pm-6.30pm Rosemary Avenue KS3  

(this meeting will provide opportunity for parent/carer feedback on our school website as a 

source of information) 

Thursday 23 May 2019   9.30-11.30am Rosemary Avenue KS3&4 

Thursday 4 July 2019   5.00-6.30pm Holly Walk KS4 

 

Student Safety 

I am very aware of balancing my communication to you about the safety of your daughters 

whilst not wanting to alarm you unnecessarily.  

 

With the dark mornings and evenings of Winter I would ask that you reinforce to your 

daughters that they should come straight to school in the morning and from school to home 

in the afternoon without hanging around the local area and Enfield Town.  

 

I do not believe that going into the Enfield Town McDonald’s at the start or end of the day is 

positive for our students. Groups of students across a number of secondary schools gather 

in this area and I do not want the safety of your daughters or the reputation of our school 

affected negatively whist in this area of our local community. 

 

I thank you for your support in this matter. 

 

The additional information below is from our safer school police team: 

 

Vigilance Around Enfield Town  

There have been a number of muggings that have taken place in the Enfield Town area over 

the past weeks.  It is believed that these assaults have been carried out by a group of youths, 

not only after school but also at the weekends too.  Their methods are:  

 They approach students in shops, at the train station or whilst walking on the 

pavements.  

 They tell the chosen victims that they are carrying knives and that they are going to 

‘mug’ them and that they should follow them to a quieter part of the town centre.  

 They then search them and take any valuables, including clothing.  
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 They have then ordered the victims to walk to a cashpoint and withdraw cash from 

their accounts.  

 They have also gained information from their phones, so that they can communicate 
after the event, to threaten them about not informing their parents or the Police.  

 

The advice to students from school remains the same: to go straight home at the end of the 

School day and where possible, to travel home in small groups. We would also add that all 

valuables should be kept out of sight and that students should be aware of their surroundings 

at all times (i.e. don’t listen to music).  

 

School Uniform 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that your daughters wear their school uniform well. 

I would like to remind all parents that the old style shirts are no longer school uniform items 

and that all of our Year 7-11 students should be wearing the ‘revere’ open necked blouse to 

school along with black school shoes. 

 

I believe that the smart appearance of our students reflects well on our school community 

and that having a consistent approach to this positively reinforces a positive learning 

environment. 

 

I would like to wish you all a blessed, happy and safe Christmas break and look forward to 

welcoming your daughters back to school in January and working with you to support your 

daughters- our students in being the very best that they can be and sharing in their many 

successes to come. 

 

With love and very best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Gumbrell 

Headteacher 

 
 

 

ECSfG Autumn Term News 

 

‘Friends of Enfield County’  

The relaunch of the Friends of ECSfG started with a Year 7 Christmas Disco on Friday, 7 

December.  The Friends have also provided refreshments at parents’ evenings and Drama 

Productions.  The next Friends event is ‘Dancing on Ice’ and this will take place on Saturday, 

16 February 2019.  This is a very popular event and tickets will go on sale on our return in 

the New Year.  Thank you to our parents/carers that help out at these events - we couldn’t 

do it without your support and would like to welcome and encourage more parents/carers 

to become involved. 

 

Our second meeting will take place on 14 January 2019 at 6.00pm.  Meetings usually take 

place on the second Monday of each month at our Rosemary Avenue site.   
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If you would like to attend this meeting I would ask that, if possible, you contact the school 

to confirm this before the evening on by emailing ecsgeneral@enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk 

 

 

Heads of Year Autumn Term Snapshot: 

 

Ms Chaudhri Year 7:  

Well done to all of our Year 7s for completing their first term here at ECSfG. It has been 

wonderful to see such a broad range of gifts and talents emerging across the year group and 

I look forward to the Spring term and the further development of your daughters. 

 

Christmas Disco - The Friends of ECSfG successfully hosted our first ever Year 7 Christmas 

Disco on Friday 7 December 2018.  The boys from Enfield Grammar School were also invited 

and the students of both schools had a fun filled evening with lots of dancefloor and 'photo-

booth' snapshots to take away as a fond memory. 

 

     
 

Mrs Fitzjohn Year 8:  

Our Year 8 students have been particularly industrious over the course of this busy autumn 

term, with a number of notable sporting achievements for individuals in cross country, 

trampolining and netball.  Well done to all students who participated in sporting events – all 

KS3 clubs will continue to run next term and it is never too late to join!  Year 8s have also 

shown their commitment to the arts, with a number of year 8 students entering the Christmas 
card art competition and dedicating hours of practice and rehearsal time to the Christmas 

Concert and KS3 Drama ‘Frankenstein’ production.  

 

 
 

As a year group, we have focused on perseverance and building resilience, reflecting on past 

achievements and making personal targets to build on future success.  Watching the opening 

dance sequence for week 10 of the BBC’s “Strictly Come Dancing Results,” year 8s reflected 

on the importance of celebrating and respecting diversity in our school and in our wider 

community.  This term we have also considered the wonders of modern technology and 

mailto:ecsgeneral@enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk


5 

 

endless opportunities that social media provides for young people, and reminded ourselves 

about online safety and how to use social media wisely and responsibly in a global community.  

In recognition of Black History Month year 8 students entered an essay writing competition 

and, to commemorate WW1 centenary, a study group of year 8 students attended a series 

of poetry workshops run by one of our year 11 English Literature students.  Our Tower of 

London visit was also a memorable experience for students to apply learning from the day 

back in the classroom. 

 

   
 

We have had a politeness and courtesy drive across the year group this term and have had 

positive feedback from our much valued lunchtime supervisors about the thoughtfulness of 

our Year 8 students during the busy lunchtime period.  Congratulations to our Young 

Entrepreneurs who learned a range of transferable skills from a day’s course run by Cambridge 

University.  Year 8 students have also been applying in their numbers for a place on the School 

Council and for the Youth Travel Ambassadors scheme – good luck to all who have entered. 

 

 
 

Our thoughts now turn to caring for our community as we prepare to distribute our 

Christmas hampers to people in need in our local community: thank you to all students and 

their families who contributed time and resources, with special congratulations and thank you 

to 8N for organising their ‘Fall into autumn’ charity event and to our year 8 (and honorary 

year 9) students who organised a charity cake sale for a local animal charity.  Keep up the 

good work, year 8.  We are extremely proud of all of you. 
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European Day of Languages was a huge success for Year 8 students who were congratulated 

for their conduct during the exciting afternoon in which we celebrated the vast array of 

cultural heritage of our students and staff through workshops, food and activities. 

 

Delightful to see so many year 8 students participating in extracurricular activities: cadets, 

cross country, netball, football, drama.  Thank you to staff for giving their time to support 

students enriching activities. 

 

Mr Cooper Year 9:  

Year 9 have settled in to their final academic year at the Rosemary Avenue site very well this 

term.  A team of Peer Mentors have worked hard supporting Year 7 students to help them 

settle into our school and help take part in form time activities, reading catch up and setting 

up a film club for the Year 7 students each Wednesday lunchtime.  We also interviewed and 

selected a strong team of Prefects who have supported staff in managing break times and 

ensuring corridor conduct is always outstanding.  The Events and Community Prefects were 

busy supporting charity events such as the Sickle Cell hot chocolate morning and supporting 

Ms Harris with the Children in Need activities.  

 

Year 9 have always been amazing at volunteering to take part in extracurricular activities, and 

this term was no exception.  Over 50 students applied for the Magistrates competition being 

run by Ms Murray and Ms Gregory where we will be visiting court proceedings in the New 

Year and preparing our cases for the competition in the Spring Term. We were also 

represented heavily in this term's drama production of Frankenstein and some students even 

got to accompany Ms Keepence and Mr Cooper to a recent production of War Horse at the 

National Theatre in London.  

 

As students continue to work hard on their academic studies, it has been wonderful to see 

so many students attend additional Maths support at Tuesday lunchtimes, Public Speaking club 

each Thursday lunchtime and take part in many of the additional PE clubs made available 

including the recent trampolining competition.  Everyone will agree that it has been a busy 
term, but one where our Year 9 students have really excelled.  

 

Mrs Sadiq Year 10:  

We have been at the Upper School for 14 weeks now and the pupils have settled in really 

well.  The transition between KS3 and KS4 has been very successful and students have started 

a positive journey to completing their GCSE courses in 7 different subject areas.  As well as 

achieving academic excellence, students have made the time to take part in a number of 

extracurricular activities.  Year 10 International Ambassadors have been busy raising 

awareness for a range of charities within our school, including Sickle Cell and Enfield Carers 

Centre.  The International Ambassadors have organised breakfast mornings and a donation 

drive which were both very successful.  Year 10 have shown their commitment by actively 

participating in the school community and have taken part in Student Council elections and 
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applying to become Prefects.  This has demonstrated our ethos of celebrating pupil voice and 

leadership.  Year 10 sporting achievements include winning awards in basketball, netball and 

trampolining.  In each of these sports the students represented the school to the highest 

possible standards.  Year 10 have also contributed to the annual ECSfG Christmas Concert 

through choir participation as well as playing a variety of musical instruments.  We have been 

lucky enough to have numerous educational and enjoyable visits led by a range of departments 

including visits to Tate Britain, New Scientist Live, War Horse, Warner Brothers Studio, The 

Globe and The Royal National Theatre.  We are looking forward an even more successful 

2019 and Year 10 taking part in all the new opportunities that will arise for them both 

academically and socially.  

 

     
 

Mrs McGinness Year 11:  

Year 11 have had a busy term preparing for their mocks and upcoming GCSEs.  To help with 

this preparation they have had an organisation called ‘Elevate’ run sessions to teach 

them revision techniques. 

 

At the beginning of September, the girls had the fantastic opportunity to do work experience 

to help them consider their future careers.  

 

As always the girls have been enthusiastic to take on roles of responsibility and leadership 

with in the school. As a result, a superb team of 12 prefects have been elected. 

 

We wish year 11 all the best in achieving their full potential in the upcoming months as they 

continue to prepare for their future. 

 

Mrs Goulding Post 16:  

Post 16 have had a very busy start to the academic year.  With over 230 girls now in Post 16 

education at Enfield County School for Girls.  Our new initiative of a level 2 qualifications has 

taken off with 17 girls on the course. 

 
The Post 16 girls have supported the Open evening at the lower school, assisted with the 

Post 16 evening and helped at parent’s evenings providing refreshments. The Head Girl Team 

have been talking to the Year 11s in small groups about different A levels they have picked 

and what to expect in Post 16 education. 

 

The Head girl team and prefects have played a big part in settling the Year 10 girls into the 

upper school the team went into form time once a week and talked to the girls about the 

importance of the next stage of their education. The Team supported the Year 11 form classes 

once a week discussing what triggers exam stress, how to manage their time and exam 

techniques.   
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The ‘Project Equality’ which started during the spring term of 2018 has not lost memento and 

is in the process of being handed over to the Year 12s who have set up two groups. Meetings 

are held at lunch and debating on various subjects from equality, gender, family and 

relationships.  

 

We have had a lot of different academic trips out this term, including the Geography field trip 

to Cumbria, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Art, Media to the BFI and textiles to the Knitting 

and Stitching exhibition. Along with overseas visits to Auschwitz and Ypres for the 100 year 

since the end of the first world war memorial service. We also had our annual Thorpe Park 

Halloween non-academic but good fun trip. 

 

 

Subject and Enrichment News: 

 

Bebras Computing Challenge: Last month all key stage 3 students and the Year 10 GCSE 
Computer Science took part in the Bebras Computing Challenge.  The challenge takes place 

in November each year and is aimed at raising awareness of Computer Science in a fun and 

rewarding way.  It is organised in over 40 countries around the world and is designed to get 

students excited about computing. 

All students who participated in the challenge received a certificate of Participation, Merit or 

Distinction.  The students who scored the highest in their age group received the certificate, 

‘Best in school’.  Those students are: Mia (Year 7), Anya (Year 8) and Faith (Year 10). 

In addition, thirteen of our key stage 3 students were selected for another national computing 

challenge in March.  Students are selected for this challenge if they scored in the top 10% 

nationally.  Many congratulations to the students selected for this exciting challenge, some of 

whom are shown in the picture below: 

 
 

Year 11 International Ambassadors:  

The team went to Ypres in September for a day with some of the Post 16 Head Girl Team to 

commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the Armistice.  Upon our return, one of the Year 

11 students then led a project with 12 Year 8 students on a War Poetry Workshop.  We are 

in the process of creating our World War 1 poppy memorial.  We have made them from clay 

and already painted them.  Teachers involved are Ms Costa, Ms Robbins and Ms Cowell.  

 

Two of our Post 16 students went to France and Belgium for four days in November with Ms 

Murray, thanks to the UCL Centenary Project.  They are launching their project in January 

2019, organised by Ms Costa.  
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Two of our Post 16 students went to Auschwitz with the Holocaust Educational Trust in 

October, accompanied by Ms Costa.  It was a three day course where they also met Holocaust 

Survivor Susan Pollack.  They are currently leading the whole school project 'Torn from 

Home'.  They will be representing our school at the London Assembly and Parliament in 

January 2019.  

 

There was a Black History Walk in London with Year 9 Peer Mentors and Year 13 history 

students accompanied by Ms Costa. 

 

The new Year 10 International Ambassador Team has also been selected.  They raised money 

for the Sickle Cell Society in October and in the month of December helped raise clothes 

donations for our local charity - Enfield Young Carers. 

 

Autumn Term Sports Report:  

It has been a busy term for the sports teams so far.  Each year group was represented in the 

netball leagues.  The year 7 team have played 13, won 9, drawn 2 and lost 2 so a fantastic 
start to their netball season.  The year 8 team have played 4, won 2 and lost 2, the year 9 

have played 3, won 2 and lost 1 but are currently top of their league.  The year 10 also top 

their league having won 5 out of their 6 matches.  They also won the Borough Tournament.  

The senior team are also top of their league at present having won 4 of their matches and 

they finished runners up in the Borough Tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inter-form cross country was 

held just before the October 

half term – the winners of each race were Olivia, Amelie and 

Cianna.  Teams were selected for the cross country 

championships at Trent Park, where everyone performed 

admirably. 

 

Each year group had competitors at this year’s Trampoline competition.  The girls trained 

really hard for this, and their efforts paid off with the junior and senior teams winning their 

age groups.  As well as the team event the following girls won medals individually:  Olivia, 

Bazile, Maisie, Naomie, Olivia, Emily H and Vicky. 
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The senior Basketball team won their competition winning both their games. 

 

 

 

 

 

Art/Photography:  

Yayoi Kusama is a contemporary Japanese artist who excels in a wide range of media. She is 

still putting on ambitious, exciting exhibitions despite being in her 80s. Her work is all 

encompassing, dynamic and fun. Year 12 enjoyed visiting her most recent sell out exhibition 
in London. 

 

 
 

Year 12 Photography students visited the new Photographic exhibition at the Victoria and 

Albert Museum. It is a beautifully displayed exhibition about the history of photographic 

images and equipment.  

 

We also visited the National Portrait Gallery where we saw the Taylor Wessing Photographic 

Portrait Prize.  Lots of ideas and inspiration for the students. 

 

Music:  

It has been a busy term for the Music Department with all of our choirs, ensembles, orchestra 

and soloists continuing to give very generously of their time and talents.  We’ve taken part in 

some lovely public events this term: our Orchestra and KS3 Chamber Choir performed to 
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prospective parents and students at our Open Evening in October; our KS3 General Choir 

hosted a Choir Festival with three primary schools (St John’s, Grange Park and De Bohun) 

coming along to share their talents and to hear our girls perform in November.  We were 

also invited to take part in a very exciting local event with Enfield Choral Society, where 

members of our KS3 Chamber Choir performed Carl Orff’s “Carmina Burana” and Cecilia 

McDowell’s “On Angel’s Wing” in a public concert in October.  They were such a hit that 

they were invited back to perform in their Christmas Concert on 15 December!  We’ve had 

some lovely musical assemblies, with our new Recorder students displaying their talents in a 

Year 7 assembly, and a Year 7 “singing assembly” on 12 December.  We have started two 

exciting new ensembles for students this term, our very first Jazz Band, our first ever Recorder 

Orchestra, and not forgetting our fabulous Staff Choir.  I hope that you enjoyed hearing them 

at our Christmas Concert on 13 December along with our many other choirs and ensembles.   

 

Photos from the KS3 Chamber Choir singing on Saturday 15 December with Enfield Choral 

Society at their Christmas concert at St Stephen's Church.  

 

  
 

Religious Studies:  

In November as part of their topic on religious symbolism in birth ceremonies Year 8 students 

created some delicious christening cakes.  Can you spot the symbolism?   
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Science:  

Extracurricular activities that have happened this term in the Science department: 

 

Thursday 27 September 

Year 10 Separate Science trip to the New Scientist Live exhibition at Excel 

 

Wednesday 14 November 

Post 16 Physics trip to Science Live! lectures with eminent Physicists 

 

Friday 16 November 

Post 16 Chemistry Live! lectures with well-known Chemists 

 

Tuesday 20 November 

Post 16 Biology trip to Middlesex University for a day of forensic laboratory techniques 

(polymerase chain reaction). 

 
Pastoral - Christmas Hampers:  

The Lower School have been very busy making wonderful hampers for the needy in the local 

community.  Each form filled a box they had decorated with food and gifts and on Friday 13 

December a group of students, along with Ms Scott and Mrs Chaudhri, delivered the hampers 

to a community centre on Lancaster Road.  The hampers were gratefully received and will be 

distributed to a range of outreach services over the festive season, including a women's refuge, 

the elderly and those with mental health difficulties.  Well done to our students and their 

families for their work and generosity.   

 
 

Oxford Myriad Resilience in Adolescence Study 

Students across the school have been fortunate to have ‘mindfulness’ sessions this term 

delivered by our three mindfulness trained teachers as they prepare for their participation in 

the research study on mindfulness and its effectiveness in supporting students in adolescence.  

The study will formally begin in January and our school is part of the nationwide study run by 

Oxford University and funded by the Wellcome Trust.  This study is the first of its kind and 

we are privileged to be part of such an important piece of research into wellbeing and 

resilience in young people and we are very grateful to all staff and students who are taking 

part.  

 

Follow us on our school twitter account @EnfieldCounty 

 

A Happy Christmas and very best wishes for 2019 from all of us at ECSfG. 
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Important Reminders for the Spring Term 

 

The School Day 

 

The school day begins at 8.40am.  Students must be in school by 8.35am ready for the start 

of the day. 

 

I ask that you advise your daughters not to visit McDonalds in Enfield Town at the start or 

end of a school day.  This term we have been alerted to and attended a number of disruptive 

incidents in and outside of McDonalds which have involved or drawn in a number of our 

students.  This reflects very negatively on our school community and presents a potential 

safety and well-being concern for students.  Thank you for your support in this matter. 

 

Uniform and Presentation 

 

We want our students to present an excellent first impression of our school in the local 
community.  All students should return to school looking smart and ready to learn.  Thank 

you for your support in ensuring that your daughters present themselves to a high standard 

by following our school policy on the wearing of correct school uniform which includes: 

 

 Black school shoes (this does not include black trainers, black leather or canvas 

‘Vans/Converse’ style footwear or ankle boots)   

 

 Revere collar blouse 
 

 Knee high black socks or opaque black tights 

 

 School policy guidance on piercings, finger nails and hair colour  

 

 
Mobile Phones 

 

A mobile phone free school environment enhances the learning environment for students and 

releases them from associated stresses during their school day. 

 

Since reintroducing our updated mobile phone policy in September the number of incidents 

and time spent reacting to these in school has massively reduced.  This is especially positive 

in the fact that this means that more time can be spent supporting student’s other more 

productive ways. 

 

Reminder about Social Networking Services 

Your daughter regularly receives reminders during assembly about interacting safely on social 

networking sites. 

 

As we approach the holiday it is important for parents and carers to be mindful of some of 

the social media sites that are popular with young people and to understand these services 

and their potential risks. 
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In view of this, please click here for the leaflet from Childnet called ‘Young People and Social 

Networking Services’.  This details what you need to be aware of and how you can support 

your daughter in choosing an appropriate service and using it in a safe and constructive way, 

and be able to help them if they need it. 

 

Should you or your daughter wish to access additional e-safety information please access the 

school website www.enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk  Under the parents and students tab you will find 

a link to e-safety. 

 

If you have any concerns about your daughter’s safety on social media please report this 

directly to www.ceop.police.uk  

 

 

ENFIELD COUNTY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

 

SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 2019  

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

First Day 

Half Term 

Last Day 

Monday 7 January 2019 

18 - 22 February 2019 inclusive 

Friday 5 April 2019 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

First Day 

May Day 

Half Term 

Last Day 

Inset Day 

Inset Day 

 

Tuesday 23 April 2019  

Monday 6 May 2019 

27 May – 31 May 2019 inclusive 

Friday 19 July 2019 

Monday 22 July 2019 

Tuesday 23 July 2019 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR FIRST DAY OF SPRING TERM 

MONDAY 7 JANUARY 2019 

  

FIRST DAY OF TERM FOR ALL YEAR GROUPS 

 

YEARS 7 to 13 Students should arrive for a 10.00am start 

 

Normal dismissal time 3:20pm  

 

Inset Days Academic Year 2019 

 

Monday 22 July 2019 

Tuesday 23 July 2019 

 

Inset Day 5: 

 Staff will be involved in training during the school day between 8.15 and 10.00.   

http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/enfield/uploads/document/2_880_young-people-and-sns.pdf
http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/enfield/uploads/document/2_880_young-people-and-sns.pdf
http://www.enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/
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Thursday 31 January 2019 – 10am start for students 

Tuesday 12 March 2019 – 10am start for students 

 The fifth training day will take place in the afternoon 1.20 to 3.20.  

Friday 5 July 2019 - students will be dismissed at the end of lesson 3 
 

There may be some students who wish to be on site earlier for private study on these 

mornings or for the afternoon session.  Both school site libraries will be open from 7.45 on 

those days and until 3.20 on Friday 5 July to enable students to engage in supervised private 

study. 

 

 

 


