
 

  
 
 
December 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
End of Term Arrangements 2021 
 
We are almost at the end of the Autumn term and about to begin the Christmas season. 
 
All students are invited to our Christmas lunch celebration this week. 
 

 
We will be serving halal Turkey with a vegetarian alternative available.  Please note that no other 
meal options will be produced this Thursday. 
 
We are pleased to be able to inform parents that school meals for all students in years 7-13 on 
Tuesday 14, Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 December will be at no cost to parents.  We are making 
use of a government grant that we have been able to claim in relation to Covid-19.  This means that 
all students will be able to enjoy their Christmas dinner at no cost this week as well - we hope they 
enjoy it! 
 
This year the ‘Friends’ have organised a Christmas raffle to raise additional funds for the school.  The 
raffle is being drawn via the Friends of Enfield County School for Girls Facebook page live on the 
evening of 17 December so that the prizes can be delivered safely before Christmas.  Please follow 
their page for updates.  1st Prize is £150 cash and 2nd Prize is a Christmas Hamper, with the prizes 
being kindly donated by A W Electrical Supplies.  Tickets cost £2 each and you can purchase a min of 
1 and max of 25.  Please purchase your tickets through ParentPay www.parentpay.com 
 
This year we were not able to hold our Christmas Concert in school, however our choirs and 
instrumentalists have been busy creating a “Virtual Christmas Concert”.  The Music Department 
were heavily restricted under last year’s Covid guidelines and were unable to run our usual range of 
extra-curricular clubs and ensembles, so it was a joy to hear singing and playing return to our 
lunchtime and after-school clubs this year.  We would like to congratulate all of our musicians for 
their commitment and participation, and hope that you enjoy this festive sample of their hard 
work.    
 
https://bit.ly/ECSfGXmas 
 
Friday 17 December is the last day of term for our students, and students at both sites will be 
dismissed from 12.00pm.  Students must go straight home and not into Enfield Town except to catch 
buses or trains.  This is most usually a busy time of year when schools work with the local business 

Thursday 16 December RA Time HW 

12.00-12.40 Year 7  12.15-12.55 Year 10  

    

12.45-1.25 Year 8  1.00-1.45 
Year 11 and then 
dismissed  

    

1.30-2.15 Year 9  1.45-2.30 Post 16 

    

http://www.parentpay.com/
https://bit.ly/ECSfGXmas


 

community to ensure that potentially crowded shops are not made more so at the end of term.  In 
light of Covid and social distancing this especially applies this year.  As always we will have staff on 
duty in Enfield Town to ensure a prompt departure home. 
 
If your daughter is entitled to a free school meal and you would like her to receive one prior to 
leaving school, please contact the relevant Progress and Achievement Leader to request this. 
 
Spring Term  
Spring Term begins on Wednesday 5 January 2022. 
 
The Department for Education (DfE) and GOV.UK have asked schools to provide on-site testing to 
students on the return to school in January and we will be doing so accordingly.   
 
See details regarding this below: 
 

 students that have parental consent to LFD (lateral flow device) test themselves, will do so 
during an extended form time on the morning of Tuesday 5 January 2022.   

 Any students who do not wish to test will be provided with a form activity during the 15 
minutes it takes for the newer LFD tests to confirm results.  

  If your daughter tests positive, we will contact you immediately and request that she is 
picked up and taken home and then she must isolate for 10 days, as per COVID Government 
guidelines. 

 
Due to the growing number of Covid cases amongst students this week we have been advised by 
Public Health Enfield that students should now wear face coverings in classrooms in addition to 
corridors and shared areas of the school for the remainder of this term. 
 
Although this guidance has not been confirmed by the Government to date, it is looking likely that 
this will be the case in schools from January and I would therefore ask that you advise your daughter 
of this on her return to school after the break. 
 
Please note, however, that we are unable to supply face coverings for students and ask that you 
ensure you provide a suitable face covering for your daughter.  If your daughter is travelling via 
public transport she will require two face coverings, one for travelling and one for use in school. 
 
You will of course be updated if there are any further changes to your daughter’s return to school in 
accordance with statutory guidance. 
  
Reminders 

 All students should return in full school uniform.   
 

 ‘Hoodies’ of any colour are not permitted in school and will be confiscated if worn.  
 

 Over the course of this term your daughters have been informed on numerous occasions 
that phones should not be seen or heard in school and should also not be used on Rosemary 
Avenue, at the bus stops on Lancaster Road, outside Holly Walk or in Enfield Town.  The 
health and safety of all of your daughters is paramount and the use of mobile phones on the 
way to and from school puts them at risk of being mugged.  By wearing earphones or having 
their smartphones out as they walk puts them at risk of not taking note of their surroundings 
and may cause accidents when crossing the road.  Please ensure that your daughter is aware 
of our mobile phone policy 

https://enfieldcsgirls.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Mobile-Phone-Policy-Dec-21.pdf?t=1639572318


 

 
 
 
After the Christmas holiday, students in years 7-9 will have a designated area inside where they can 
eat their packed lunch before going outside.  We will, of course, expect these areas to be kept tidy 
by the girls and bins will be provided for them to help keep the environment pleasant and safe.  
 

----------------------------------- 
 
Autumn Term School News 
 
Year 13 and Year 11 Pre Public Exams 
Congratulations and thank you to year 11 and 13 students for their excellent conduct and attitude 
during this half term’s pre public exams. 
 
We are very proud that both years 13 and 11 have sat a full suite of Pre Public Exams (PPEs) in the 
gym and studio this term - in order to give them the muscle memory and practice they will need for 
the Summer 2022 public exams.  We created the same environment as the ‘real’ written exams, so 
that both year groups would get a taster of how the setting, timings and writing practice goes, using 
the exam desks and rooms that we will be using in the Summer.  
 
School Trips and Enrichment Visits 
Despite restrictions, we have managed to coordinate a number of enrichment and Curriculum trips 
this term, ranging from Geography field visits to Juniper Hall and Kings Cross, the whole of Year 8 
students experiencing ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at the Globe, Year 10 artists visiting the Tate 
Modern, Year 12 out at the V&A Museum, Year 10 drama class to see ‘The Woman in Black’ and 
finally Year 13 will be watching ‘Measure for Measure’ at the Sam Wannamaker Theatre this 
Thursday. 
 
Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who have taken the time to respond to our recent 
safeguarding survey, your feedback is really appreciated and will contribute to safeguarding planning 
across the school.  In response to this survey and in order to provide more information and guidance 
for families we now have a whole section on the school website devoted to safeguarding.  This 
section is still in development but has information on various safeguarding issues as well as sections 
on online safety and mental health - as these ranked high as topics parents and carers wanted more 
information on.  We would really welcome any feedback or suggestions on the safeguarding pages 
so far so please get in touch if you have any ideas.  We are also now able to support students via a 
school counsellor; Dani Brandon is working across both sites on Tuesdays and she is offering up to 
six one to one sessions for students who may have low mood or anxiety.  There is a short waiting list, 
however we will also be offering Key Stage 4 students the opportunity to ‘drop in’ for a 15 minute 
support chat in the new year.  At Key Stage 3 a group of year 7 students have been helped with 
anxiety and confidence by having a programme of 6 weekly workshops from Enfield Mental Health 
Support Team, these sessions have been so successful that we are planning to offer another group 
of year 7 students the workshops in the new year.  For students needing support during the school 
holidays, YoungMinds, AnxietyUK, and Kooth are available online with a range of support and 
resources.  Please also see the Anna Freud Centre ‘Self Care booklet’ with tips and information on 
how to look after well-being, including how taking time away from screens and exercise can have 
positive impact on well-being for teenagers.  Have a lovely festive break, Ms Scott – Designated 
Safeguarding Lead. 
 

file:///C:/Users/dheath6.308/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZQXMF02O/my-self-care-plan-secondary.pdf


 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 
 
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/ 
 
https://www.kooth.com/ 
 
 
Ada Lovelace Day 2021 
In October we celebrated Ada Lovelace Day, a day that highlights the achievements of women in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  Alongside activities in class, we also launched a 
competition for students to design their own computational solutions to real world problems. 
 
This year’s winners were: Alesha 9KA (1st), Louise 8FI (2nd) and Jingyi 9FI (3rd).  Special mention goes 
to Jingwen 7LO, Saambave 8AN and Yasmina 8AN for their entries which were superb and only 
narrowly missed out on winning this time. 
 
Bebras Computational Challenge 
In November, all KS3 students and our Year 10 GCSE students completed the Bebras Computational 
Challenge which takes place every year.  Students had to complete challenging questions which 
tested their problem solving skills and computational thinking.  We would like to congratulate all 
students who took part in the challenge, particularly those students who achieved a Gold Award 
which places them in the top 10% in the country and will be invited to a further challenge in the 
spring: 
 
Grace K 
Erim A 
Parris Y 
Amira E 
Marwa N 
Gracie P 
Sumayyah B 
E’lysha S 
Sienna J 
Natalia A 
Gabriella A 
Pearl C 
Abigail T 
Charlotte C 
Nya O 
Annalise D 
Aasiyah H 
Amjad A 
Jingyi Y 
Amine S 
Violet M 
Kira F 
 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/


 

 
 
 
Careers Update 
Virtual Work Experience and further opportunities 
We have had many students in Years 10 - 13 sign up for Virtual Work Experience opportunities this 
academic year.  These opportunities have been extremely valuable for our students especially in the 
current climate.  Students have gained insight into many different work experiences from 
Journalism, Engineering, Law to even Veterinary Medicine and Dentistry.  This list is not exhaustive 
and there are many more fields to choose from.  The Virtual Work Experience opportunities are 
completely free and can be completed during half term breaks and students receive a certificate of 
completion.  
 
Testimonial from one of our Year 11 students: 
This opportunity has given me the understanding of the Dentistry industry and what it is like to be a 
Dentist on a day to day basis.  It has made me recognise the skills and the qualifications that I will 
need to achieve this career.  I found it extremely beneficial and I was able to ask questions and gain a 
deeper understanding from someone in the role. 
 
These opportunities are often updated and I will continue to post them on MS Teams.  Please find 
below the websites for SpringPod and Uptree.  I would recommend that your daughter sets up a free 
account so that they get alerts sent to their email about new opportunities in their chosen fields. 
 
Springpod: https://www.springpod.com/ 
 
Uptree: https://uptree.co/students/ 
 
Guest Speakers 
Cllr Kate Anolue 
We were delighted to host two guest speakers this Autumn Term.  On Friday 15 October we 
welcomed Cllr Kate Anolue to a special Year 11 Assembly entitled ‘Journey to my chosen Pathway’.  
Cllr Kate is a retired midwife and has been the Mayor of Enfield twice.  In 2019, Kate was named as 
one of the ‘Greater Londoners’ by BBC London for her services to the community.  Feedback 
received from Year 11 and the staff present were that they were truly inspired by not only Kate’s 
journey to her chosen career but also by her determination, resilience and positive outlook. 
 
Some quotes from Year 11 students: 
 
‘I liked hearing from someone who has achieved so much, I think she gave some really valuable 
advice’. 
 
‘It was interesting and inspirational to see a self-made woman achieve so much’. 
 
Cllr Chinelo Anyanwu 
On Wednesday 20 October we welcomed Cllr Chinelo Anyanwu to a ‘Journey to your chosen 
Pathway’ with Year 8.  Cllr Chinelo represents the Jubilee Ward in Enfield and spoke to Year 8 about 
growing up in Enfield, following her dreams and what steps she had to take to achieve in her current 
role.  
 
Some quotes from Year 8 students: 
 

https://www.springpod.com/
https://uptree.co/students/


 

‘Everything went well, she was inspiring and I was very determined to hear what she had to go 
through, and I think when I grow up I will take her advice to keep going and that nothing is 
impossible’. 
 
‘It became clear to me as to how far a person can go in life no matter what they are faced with.... 
There's always a chance to do the best!!!’ 
 
Careers Section on School Website 
The Careers section on our school website is regularly updated, it outlines our Careers Programme 
along with useful websites that may help support you and your daughter make some important 
decisions about pathway options and careers etc.  Please do take a look.  There is also a section 
about Alumni, if you are a former student please sign up or if you know of any former students 
please encourage them to sign up too!  Having Alumni enriches our Careers programme and we 
would love to welcome you back! 
 
Finally 
As part of our compliance with the Gatsby Benchmarks we are always looking for opportunities for 
our students to engage with employers.  We would love to hear from you if you would be willing to 
come and engage in some of the following: talk to our students in assembly (virtual or face to face), 
run a workshop, careers insight at lunchtime or be part of mock interviews. 
 
Wishing you a relaxing holiday, 
 
Danielle Bastienne (Careers Leader) 
On behalf of the Careers Team 
ecsgeneral@enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk 
 
 
Drama 
It has been a busy term for the Drama Department.  During curriculum work Year 7 students have 
completed some lovely performance work on ‘Macbeth’ and ‘Beowulf’.  All of Year 8 completed a 
solo performance from The Tempest and recently have been studying the issues surrounding 
Homelessness - an important subject all year around but given more urgency in the cold winter 
months.  Year 9s have been studying the Suffragist movement with focus on Emmeline Pankhurst 
and the Women’s Social and Political Union dating from 1903 and have been performing speeches 
and making links with continuing issues surrounding equality of opportunity for women in this 
country and around the world.  The Lower School Drama Club have been working on a performance 
about the Civil Rights campaigner, journalist and founder of the Notting Hill Carnival, Claudia Jones.  
Our performance was postponed from 2 December and we are moving towards a January 
performance.  A group of students from the Drama Club presented a very enjoyable assembly earlier 
this term.  
 
The Year 10 GCSE Drama group have studied Stanislavski this term, learning all about the Russian 
director’s theories and applying them in performances and presentations.  They are currently 
rehearsing and directing a production of the Greek Tragedy ‘Antigone’ in an updated version by 
contemporary British playwright Roy Williams, scheduled for performances at the end of January.  
The class attended a performance of the acclaimed stage production ‘The Woman in Black’ at the 
Fortune Theatre in Covent Garden last week: strict rules about masks, social distancing and testing 
were in place with the masks worn by the students only muffling their terrified screaming slightly!  
The Year 11 GCSE Drama class have worked tremendously hard on their GCSE Component One 
Practical Coursework Examination this term which they performed to a small invited audience at the  

mailto:ecsgeneral@enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk


 

 
 
 
end of November: again masks, social distancing and testing were the order of the day and the class 
as well as myself were delighted by the generous support that we received.   
 
The Drama Department and our Drama students are looking forward to a restful break next week 
and are excited about the new term in January 2022!   
 
D&T Crochet Club 
A huge congratulations to all the girls at RA who have come along to the lunchtime Crochet Club.  
You have all started your journey in discovering the wonders of crochet and your "Worry Worms" 
and "Christmas" novelties are a testament to your patience, perseverance and creativity.  We hope 
you all have a restful break and continue to practice your skills, we love seeing what you can make.  
Mrs Bassett & Mrs Pereira 
 

 
 
 
Headteacher message 
I am looking forward to when we are able to reintroduce events and to welcome parents, carers and 
friends back into our school community and do hope that the New Year and Spring term will move in 
a positive direction for us all. 
 
Thank you to all of our teaching and support staff for their work this term in ensuring a consistent 
and high quality of care and education for your daughters.  The last two years have presented 
considerable challenges across the education sector and I am proud of the collective effort of our 
school community and of their support in sustaining an excellent day to day school experience for all 
students. 
 
Thank you to parents and carers who have donated £20, and in some cases significantly more, to the 
Enfield County School for Girls School Fund this term. All donations are received with thanks and 
contribute to maintaining a high level of provision for all students. 
 
Friends of ECSfG 
Thank you to William Oliveri, Chair of Friends, for his continued work with the Friends of Enfield 
County School for Girls.  If you wish to get involved with the ‘Friends’, please contact William via the 
school ecsgeneral@enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk 

mailto:ecsgeneral@enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk


 

 
Finally thank you to all parents and carers for your support of our school this term.  Your day to day 
contribution of getting your daughters ready and to school in good time every day is much 
appreciated. 
 
With all my very best wishes to your daughters, you and your family for a safe, restful and happy 
holiday season and with hope for a 2022 that gradually eases us closer to the full normality of day to 
day life and routines that we have continued to miss this year. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Jennifer Gumbrell 
Headteacher 
 


