
19 May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are fast approaching the end of the first half of this summer term of home school learning for 
your daughters.  
 
I can confirm that school will be closed for the half term week of Monday 25th – Friday 29th May. 
 
The half term week will be an opportunity for your daughters to have time away from home learning 
and enjoy some time doing other things. 
 
During half term week teaching staff will not be setting work on our school MS Teams platform and 
our school office will not be open to receive phone calls or emails. 
 
On Monday 1st June school will reopen in the manner that it has been since closure began in respect 
of home learning for students and teaching staff resuming teaching on MS Teams.  Our school office 
will reopen and we will have the same staffing rota operating in school for the very small number of 
students who are attending with parents in keyworker positions. 
 
I am sure that you will have heard and read a lot in the news and media regarding the reopening of 
schools in recent days. 
 
I am in constant contact with our school Governing Body and the Local Authority in regards to this 
and we are all receiving information, advice and guidance in relation to this and how best to 
negotiate the way forward.  
 
It has been said a number of times in the news that the way out of lockdown is going to be a lot 
more complex than the way into it and, as Headteacher, I definitely feel that this is going to be the 
case for school. 
 
At this current time communication from the Department for Education (DfE) and other agencies has 
been that, after the half term break and before the end of the summer term, secondary schools 
should provide some kind of ‘face to face’ learning experience for students in years 10 and 12 to 
complement home learning.  
 
I understand that the DfE plan to publish further guidance relating to this in due course and, 
alongside this, teaching unions will continue to respond on behalf of their members. 
 
There is also another Government announcement planned for 28th May.  
 
At this point in time I am unable to provide any details as to how this might look for our year 10 and 
12 students, or indeed if this will be possible this term due to the many considerations that need to 
be taken account of to ensure the wellbeing and health and safety of our school community.  
 
I can confirm that any ‘face to face’ in school learning experience for students in years 10 and 12 will 
follow consultation with parents after the half term break and take place from the middle of June at 
the earliest.  
 



I really do appreciate the range of difficulties that school closure and home learning have had and 
may continue to present to you and your daughters and I encourage you to contact the school if we 
can support you or your daughters in any way. 
 
During this school closure period I have been and continue to be really impressed by the work of my 
teaching and support colleagues in maintaining a consistent teaching and learning and support home 
school environment for our students.  Alongside this I have also been very assured and delighted to 
hear from colleagues the level of engagement that so many of your daughters are sustaining and 
committed to their learning and I thank you for your role in this. 
 
This provision does not of course take the place of ‘normal school’ and I do not doubt that there will 
be some day to day frustrations and things that we could have done or could do better - but do hope 
that on the whole you feel that we are getting things right.  
 
The ongoing situation that we are in is, at times, very stressful and uncertain and for my part I want 
to do the best that I can to keep you updated as clearly as possible with the best timing that I can 
and I welcome you getting in touch with me at any time. 
 
Wishing you and your daughters a good half term break. 
 
With very best wishes from 
 
 
Jennifer Gumbrell 
Headteacher 


