
Hello to all of our fabulous Year 11 Musicians! 

It’s finally time for you to relax and unwind after two years of preparing for GCSE Music. You could use this time 

to look ahead and think about how best to prepare yourself for the OCR Music A-Level course, or even if you are 

not planning on continuing your music studies at A-Level, you might enjoy doing 

some of this research just for fun. 

Music theory: Yes, the dreaded “T” word! Learning to understand music notation is 

like learning a language, and the A Level course builds on what you know already 

from GCSE Music.  We do more score-reading (following the sheet music while 

listening to the music) at A-Level than GCSE, and you can improve your skills by 

looking at the following websites:  

 My Music Theory - a web site with exercises based on the ABRSM theory 

grades. You can print exercises off as well as do them online. A great place to start is What Music Theory 

Grade Am I to work out your starting point and areas of strength and weakness. 

 Music Theory Net - a very useful site which starts at the very basics of music theory. It has exercises 

which you can tailor to your needs, from the most basic of concepts to more advanced ones. It also has 

interval and chord recognition, very useful if you are preparing for grade exams as well as for the 

listening paper. It is not the flashiest looking site, but the content is excellent. 

 Chorale Guide - an excellent series of lessons and exercises taking you through all the crucial stages of 

harmonising Bach chorales, and the basics of standard musical harmony and part writing.  

Music history – classical: The main eras that we will study are the Baroque and Classical eras, but you should aim 

to have a working knowledge of all the musical periods (early Baroque, late Baroque, Classical, early Romantic, 

late Romantic, 20th Century), covering: 

 Key dates, composers, musical events, and world events 

 Fingerprints of the musical style – instrumentation, tonality and harmony, form and structure, 

ornamentation, compositional devices, texture, context (why was the music composed? What influenced 

the composer? What was the music in response to? What is it used for?), as well as any other relevant 

key stylistic features. 

Here is a lovely project for you to think about over the coming weeks: 

 For each period, pick at least one work which you feel is a good 

representative of the typical features. Use the Petrucci Music 

Library to find a score, and listen to the work whilst following the 

score. Try and label the score as you’re going, pointing out 

features which make the piece representative of the period. You could create PowerPoint slides or a 

series of posters for each piece that you listen to. 

 For the Classical period, make Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven your key starting 

points, as these three composers will form the backbone of your study for Unit 1. 

Music History – Popular song: Blues, Jazz, Swing and Big Band: The course will 

cover a wide range of early popular music styles. You should research and 

become familiar with the four genres of popular song listed above, including:  

 Key dates and events of the time including technological developments 

in music. 

 Context, especially race relations in the USA during the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. 

 Fingerprints of the musical style; i.e. what do they sound like? Listen to 

a wide range of songs from different relevant years; including early blues artists such as 
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Blind Lemon Jefferson and Robert Johnson, early Jazz artists such as Scott Joplin and Louis Armstrong, 

Jazz “Queens” such as Bessie Smith and Ella Fitzgerald, and Swing and Big Band artists and crooners such 

as Frank Sinatra and Bing Crosby. 

Listening: You will need to be familiar with the elements of music and what they sound like. Use your GCSE 

knowledge as a starting point and work on any areas of weakness. At A-level we use MAD T SHIRT – Melody, 

Articulation, Dynamics, Texture, Structure, Harmony & Tonality, Instrumentation, Rhythm, Tempo. 

Performing: Keep your instrumental or voice practice going over the summer! When you present your A Level 

Recital in Year 13, you need to be a MINIMUM of Grade 6 standard. You don’t need to have taken the exam, just 

be playing or singing pieces of that standard, and play in a way which shows you have the technical control and 

mastery of the instrument to cope with it.  

We provide you with a weekly 30 minute free instrumental or voice lesson during the whole of your A-Level 

course and, as you know, we have Music Department choirs, ensembles and concerts to hone and build your 

skills and confidence. 

Over the coming weeks and throughout the summer, do your best to practice your instrument or voice for at 

least half an hour a day. When planning your repertoire, begin by looking at the published lists of grade pieces 

for your instrument. Some of the main boards for instrumental and vocal exams are: 

 ABRSM 

 Trinity Guildhall 

 Rock School 

 London College of Music (especially for Musical Theatre) 

 Registry of Guitar Tutors 

 

There are so many documentaries available online that sometimes it’s hard to know 

where to start, but here are a few that you may find interesting.  This Jazz 

documentary sums everything up in just 12 minutes:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whN5PXsrP6E 

 

This documentary is about female jazz singers in the mid-20th century, and it is just 

wonderful:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

r59HKeCM4U&list=PL1qTRq3yOpo9NkvZiGACmLR51DPeYZPxn 

 

The following documentary covers a period in Jazz history that sees some of the most 

innovative and phenomenal playing and creating: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKYa3wwc1SU&t=63s 

 

 

And for classical music, this Howard Goodall series of documentaries are 

AMAZING! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0Y6NPahlDE 
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