
 



 

1 
 

 

 

Congratulations on choosing to study a language at A level at Enfield County! The 

best way to prepare yourself is to ensure that you have a firm grasp of the language 

and skills which you have already used at GCSE. Thorough revision of these over 

the summer will make you more confident when you start the course in September 

and prepare you for a more independent approach to learning. 

This booklet offers resources for both an academic-oriented approach to language 

learning and an insight into Spanish popular culture and everyday language.   
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I) How to prepare for AQA Spanish A Level 
 
You have the summer in which to really prepare for your A Level in Spanish. The leap from 
GCSE to A Level is significant. This booklet contains links to a huge range of media, most of 
which is available for free online as well as tasks to complete before September. In order to keep 
pace, it is vital that you work through the tasks. Little and often is better than cramming this all 
into the last two weeks of August! Try to build some of them into your daily routine. Be curious 
about Spanish language and culture! 

 
 
 
II) Have a look at… 
 
 
   Spanish TV channel websites 

 
https://www.rtve.es/alacarta/ Watch the latest news in Spanish, a documentary, a series, 
children’s TV, sports or even just the weather forecast. 
 
http://www.canalsur.es/portada-2808.html A regional news & TV broadcaster.   
 
http://www.antena3.com/ More news and video clips, this gives you access to lots of 
entertainment programmes. 
 
https://www.20minutos.es/ News, video clips. 

 
 
 
   Films and TV programmes 

 
Search the numerous TV channels, and check              and                for films in 
Spanish. 
You can try switching the language / subtitles to Spanish for many programmes. 
 
Why watch a film: language is culture, culture is language. Understanding more about the 
culture will make it easier to understand the language; it’s immersive and for any level (subtitles 
in English, in Spanish or without any) and you can pause, rewind; it’s enjoyable! Choose the 
genre depending on your personal preferences. 
 
Travel and learn about some South American countries with BBC2’s Race Across the World: 
Series 2, a race to reach Ushuaia (in the South of Argentina) from Mexico City travelling through 
16 countries in Central and South America without mobiles, credit cards and flights.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.rtve.es/alacarta/
http://www.canalsur.es/portada-2808.html
http://www.antena3.com/
https://www.20minutos.es/
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III) Listen to… 
 
 

    Spanish radio online and podcasts 

 
Radio Nacional de España (RNE): www.rtve.es. Click on the Radio tab to access 6 radio 
stations and podcasts. 

 
 
    
    Music 
 
       
Sign up to https://lyricstraining.com/ for access to a game with Spanish songs – choose 
language, choose song, choose level and fill in gaps in lyrics. Learn and sing along. Here are 
some general recommendations: 
 

 POP ESPAÑOL: "Indios y Vaqueros" Sinsinati; "Ojalá", "Lo Siento", "Me Vas a Ver" 
Beret; "La Puerta Violeta" Rozalén; "Lo Que No Ves" Pol 3.14; "Lo Quiero Todo" 
Macaco;"Me Haces Falta" Antonio José; "Me Supo a Poco" Marlon 

 

 EL POP ROCK QUE TODO EL MUNDO CANTA: "Acabo de Llegar", "Antes de Que 
Cuente Diez" Fito & Fitipaldis; "Aléjate de Mí", "Coleccionista de Canciones" Camila; 
"Aunque Tú No Lo Sepas" El Canto del Loco; "Cada Dos Minutos" Despistaos; 
"Carolina" M-Clan; "Clavado en un Bar" Maná 

 

 EL POP LATINO: "A Partir de Hoy" Sebastián Yatra ft. David Bisbal; "Adán y Eva" Paulo 
Londra; "Aleluya" Reik ft. Manuel Turizo; "Alguien Robó" Sebastián Yatra ft. Nacho ft. 
Wisin; "Andas en Mi Cabeza" Chino y Nacho; "Ando Buscando" Carlos Baute ft. Piso 21; 
"Aprender a Quererte" Morat 

 

 SALSA: "La Gozadera" Gente de Zona ft. Marc Anthony; "Parecen Viernes", "Tu Vida en 
La Mía"  Marc Anthony 

 

 EL TRAP LATINO: "Amorfoda" Bad Bunny; "Baila Baila Baila" Ozuna; "Brillo" Rosalía ft. 
J Balvin; "Condiciones" Maikel Delacalle; "Cuando Te Besé" Paulo Londra ft. Becky G; 
"Culpables" Manuel Turizo; "Diosa" Myke Towers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rtve.es/
https://lyricstraining.com/
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IV) Read… 
 
 
 Newspapers and Magazines 
 
Read a foreign language newspaper or magazine – scan the headlines and pick out an article 
that grabs your attention. 
 
El País (National paper) has its own website so that you can read the paper online: 
http://elpais.com/. 
 
This website is a more lighthearted newspaper which covers global stories as well as gossip: 
http://www.20minutos.es/. 
 
BBC Mundo is a website that offers news for Spanish-speakers across the world: 
https://www.bbc.com/mundo. You can find different topics, such as Latin American, International, 
Economy, Health, Science, Society and Culture or Sports. The online news site offers also a 
video section where you can also listen to Spanish news. 
 
The website http://www.diariosur.es/ is from a newspaper in the south of Spain. In addition to 
articles, it contains a number of clips from news stories and links through to sports, etc. It also 
has links through to specific parts of Spain, which will be useful when studying different regions 
of Spain for your A Level. 
 
In Spain there is also a news website for young people: http://primerasnoticias.com/. 
It has sections on the Internet and Mobile Technology; Science and Wildlife; Education; Culture; 
Sport; Society and Health and a video section.  
 
For magazines dedicated to different areas of interest try: http://www.hola.com/ this is our 
equivalent of Hello! Magazine. For recipes in Spanish: https://www.cocinafacil.com.mx/. For 
cinema/book reviews: https://elcultural.com/. National Geographic in Spanish: 
https://www.ngenespanol.com/. 

 
 
 
  Literature  
 
To access short stories online: 

http://spanishlanguageblog.com/resources/famous-spanish-short-stories-online/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://elpais.com/
http://www.20minutos.es/
https://www.bbc.com/mundo
http://www.diariosur.es/
http://primerasnoticias.com/
https://www.hola.com/
https://www.cocinafacil.com.mx/
https://elcultural.com/
https://www.ngenespanol.com/
http://spanishlanguageblog.com/resources/famous-spanish-short-stories-online/
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V) Use… 
 

 
 Browsers and websites for research 
 
Switch to Spanish browsers such as www.google.es. This way, you will read Spanish every time 
you log on and it will become part of your everyday activity. 
 
A website in English with some great links to various topics: http://spanish.about.com/. 

 
 
 
   Online dictionary 
 
A good on-line dictionary is: http://www.wordreference.com/. It shows words in context and 
associated phrases. 

 
 
 
VI) Practice grammar with… 
 
As a future A level student, you should now be able to: 

Recognise and use a range 
of tenses with regular verbs 

Regular -AR, -ER, -IR verbs in the following tenses: 
- Present                 - Near Future (ir + a + inf.) 
- Preterite                - Future (eg. Será) 
- Imperfect               - Conditional (eg. Sería) 

Recognise and use a range 
of tenses with irregular 

verbs 

Common irregular verbs: ser, estar, tener, hacer, ir, 
poder, ver 
- Present                    - Near Future (ir + a + inf.) 
- Preterite                   - Future 
- Imperfect                  - Conditional 

Give opinions with reasons & 
Use a variety of more complex  

structures 

- A range of opinion expressions 
- Positive and negative reasons for opinions 
- To be able to agree and disagree 
- Build longer sentences 
- Use the subjunctive in fixed expressions 

 
 
   Online websites and Apps for resources & exercises 
 
Languages on line: www.languagesonline.org.uk for vocabulary and grammar autocorrected 
exercises, crosswords, quizzes. Links to ‘quizlets’ for extra practice. 
 
Go to www.espanol-extra.co.uk. The login is the same (ecs1/regalo). Go to the WORK THOSE 
VERBS & AS/A LEVEL tabs for lots of grammar practice. 

http://www.google.es/
http://spanish.about.com/
http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.espanol-extra.co.uk/
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Study Spanish at: http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
     

   
 
 
 
 
    The Eight Tasks Challenge 
 
Complete a task log as you go along.  
We suggest a couple of tasks you can complete. Make sure you keep track of what you do. 
 
1. Create a Duolingo account and make sure you work a little bit on your Spanish on a regular 
basis, even for just a 10 minutes a day. 
 
2. Watch at least two films, with or without subtitles, to challenge your listening and 
comprehension skills. 
 
3. Learn by heart a few songs in Spanish you like and try to improve your pronunciation. 
 
4. Read a story in Spanish, summarise the story and write down your opinion about it. Make 
your writing as complex as possible. 
 
5. Read at least two newspaper articles and look up important words you don't know; you'll be 
able to reuse them in class later. 
 
6. Work on your presentation skills for your IRP (Independent Research Project): choose a 
Spanish-speaking country or region and prepare a short presentation, no longer than 5 minutes. 
You can use a PowerPoint organised in headings or bullet points.  
 
7. Complete at least 10 vocabulary exercises on website e.g. Languages Online. All of them are 
very short. Don't forget to note down the exercises you did and your score; you may want to 
redo them later to keep track of your progress. 
 
8. Ensure you've revised your tenses for both regular and irregular verbs; once again, complete 
at least 10 grammar exercises on Languages Online. The aim here is to work on as many 
different tenses as possible and keep track of your achievement. 
 

is also free but you can subscribe for more advanced functionalities. 
However, if you use it only for revision and extra practice, the free 
version is enough. It offer good grammatical explanations too. 

is vocabulary-oriented, free, and really useful to consolidate and revise 
what you already know. You can choose a daily goal to set your 
learning/revision time from 5 to 20 minutes per day. 

http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm

