
This project will be the starting point of your Unit 1 Coursework for your 
real A 'level!
DO THIS FIRST:
The first part is researching and finding out about Textiles Artists, some you will 
have heard of before but some will be new.

Complete an Artist Analysis about each one. Include your own opinions about their 
work and examples and copies of their work. 

DO THIS LATER: We will discuss this when you’ve done the artist research
The second part of the project is the Theme Title which is ENVIRONMENT. Read 
through the past exam paper.

Complete the tasks on the slides about your own ENVIRONMENT.



Checklist of Pre-Year 12 Work for Year 11 Students taking A-

Level Textiles Design

Tick 

Alice Kettle- Free machine embroidery/ figurative

https://alicekettle.co.uk/

Ros Lymer- Detailed Artist Analysis using Help sheets. Pictures 

of her work. Your response and opinion of it. ( 2 x  A3 pages) 

https://www.ros-lymer.co.uk/

Gillian Bates- Detailed Artist Analysis using Help sheets. Pictures 

of her work. You response and opinion of it. ( 2 x  A3 pages) 

https://www.gillianbates-textiles.com/

Jan Beaney & Jean Littlejohn- Varied techniques including 

vanishing muslin, trapping techniques https://doubletrouble-

ent.com/

Pauline Burbidge- Applique, Sewing Machine, Quilting 

https://www.paulineburbidge-quilts.com/

Clare Lane- Digital Print & Embroidery http://www.urban-

fabric.co.uk/

Ann Small & Fay Maxwell- Slashing Techniques 

http://asmalldesign.weebly.com/

https://colouricious.com/homemade-craft-ideas-textile-art-

techniques/textile-artists/fay-maxwell-embroidery/

Michala Gyetvai- Felt Making  

http://www.michalagyetvai.co.uk/

Still Life drawings, textile pieces, wire drawings, photos, etc. of 

the theme ENVIRONMENT

Summer Work

https://alicekettle.co.uk/
https://www.ros-lymer.co.uk/
https://www.gillianbates-textiles.com/
https://doubletrouble-ent.com/
https://www.paulineburbidge-quilts.com/
http://www.urban-fabric.co.uk/
http://asmalldesign.weebly.com/
https://colouricious.com/homemade-craft-ideas-textile-art-techniques/textile-artists/fay-maxwell-embroidery/
http://www.michalagyetvai.co.uk/


Do you think their way of working has 
broken new ground and contributed to new 
ways of doing things?

How does it compare with other pieces of 
art you have seen?
Similarities and Differences 
What is your favourite part of the artwork?

Describe the composition and viewpoints of the 
work.
What visual elements are being used and why?
Line, tone, colour, shape, form, texture

In what sense does it represent reality? 
Emotions, situations, sense of place or 
event.

Why was it created? Is there a message behind the artwork? What do you think it is?
Was it for a particular purpose? 
To show what something looked like? To explore materials/ to express an idea/ 
opinion/ colours

Could you recreate this technique? 
Practical application – methods and adaptations

What media was used? How has the artist used 
them? Embroidery, applique, painting, printing, 
weaving, knitting, drawing, photograph
What other resources would have been used?
Observational drawing, research, photographs

Who is the artist? What is the title of the work?
What kind of art is this?
Drawing, painting, sculpture, print, textile, 
mixed media, collage or photograph
Figurative, non-figurative, realistic, abstract

Find out the idea or concept behind this 
work
How can you use this artists ideas to 
develop your own ideas/ work? 

Does it have a realistic or unrealistic 
look/quality? Why?
What was your first reaction / thoughts 
about the work?
What feelings does it evoke? What does it 
remind you of?  

Artist Analysis Help sheet
Write an artist analysis of one of 
the pieces of work that interests 
you using this help sheet. Present 
on one A3 page.
Use these questions to help you 
every time you do an analysis.

• What is the cultural context?

• Where – location/culture

• When was it done?

• What was happening in the world at the time?

• Was the artist working with/ influenced by 

others?

How has the artist used tone/ colour in the 
artwork? Describe the colours that have 
been used: Vibrant, bright, warm, cool? 
Complementary, harmonious? What mood 
or effect  does the tones/colour create?

Picture of piece of work you are 
analysing



Inventive use of Media

PAINT ON SOMETHING INTERESTING

There is nothing wrong with cartridge paper. Some cartridge papers – especially thick, 
gutsy, wet strength ones – are beautiful. Sometimes, a thin, flimsy sheet (the kind that 
warps at the mere hint of moisture) is all you need. But, often, experimentation and 
creativity with media brings considerable advantage. There is a joy –a wonderful aesthetic 
discovery – that takes place when you paint on something unexpected: a surface with history 
that brings with it colours, textures, marks and irregularities of its own.

• Can I confidently use different textures and techniques to enhance my initial 
sketches?



• Can I confidently use different textures and techniques to enhance my initial 
sketches?

Biro on 
newspaper

Wallpaper 
textures

Brown paper and 
white pencil

Paint over 
photographs

Extend an 
image

Quick timed sketches using 
mix media

Draw on tracing 
paper

Initial ideas and sketches
• Drawing from observation
• Using primary sources
• Copying secondary sources 
• Extending images

Viewfinder a 
section



Use different objects to 
achieve creative textures as 
your background and base to 
start drawing

• Can I confidently use different textures and techniques to enhance my initial 
sketches?



• Can I confidently use different textures and techniques to enhance my initial 
sketches?

Your initial sketch pages 
should be a mixture of all 
these different techniques and 
experiments. 



ENVIRONMENT 
Themes

Boundaries

Habitation

Growth & 
Evolution

Transformation

Objects made 
precious by their 
surroundings

Life-spans and Decay

Fences, Walls, 
Windows, Enclosures

Trapping- e.g. spiders 
wrap their prey in 
silken webs

Through ageing

Through light and 
shadow

Through erosion

Through dominant & 
striking colour

Natural & Organic 
found materials  e.g. 
Andy Goldsworthy & 
Janet Ledsham

Negative & positive 
spaces

Nest, box, house, 
mansion,  palace

Birds & animals 
construct complex 
nests & lairs

Spider’s web & wasp’s 
nest

Wilma Kuil juxtaposes 
images of people with 
those of leaves & 
flowers

Christo & Jean-
Claude enshroud 
buildings & 
landscapes

William Morris 

Foliate Head by John 
Piper

Noriko Narahira

Natural forms
Roots & branches

Cells & viruses

Bacteria & algae



Things to do:
Take lots of photographs. Make sure you include some really 
close up shots too. These will prove very helpful when we are 
back in the studio.

There are lots of arches, pots, urns, gates, pagodas and trellis 
structures covered in plants to inspire you in parks and 
gardens.
Things to do:
Draw the negative spaces in between the different shaped 
pots and leaves.

Draw  and take photos of the different shaped leaves in the 
garden.

As we are allowed to do daily exercise during 
lockdown. Take your camera/phone and 
photograph your local ENVIRONMENT







Water is  great stimulation for 
artists of all media. 
Things to do:
Draw  the water showing 
reflections and what you can see 
through it.

See what wildlife you can see 
around the water and in the 
water.



Texture is a great source of inspiration for Textile Artists. 
Look around you at the different textured natural objects 
around you.
Things to do:
Take rubbings of different tree bark & 
leaves.

The cycle of nature lends its self to the 
rhythmic patterns of textile designs. From 
seeds/seed pods to roots to stems and 
leaves to flowers and then to seeds again. 
Things to do:
Collect interesting seed pods, grasses and 
leaves
Make a close up drawing of a seed pod

http://www.kolumbus.fi/maija.brummer/

https://marianjazmik.co.uk/

http://www.lesleyrichmond.com/

http://www.kolumbus.fi/maija.brummer/
https://marianjazmik.co.uk/
http://www.lesleyrichmond.com/






There are lots of flowers to be found in the garden in 
glorious colours.
Think about how the gardeners have arranged the plants 
to create a visual feast for the eyes.

Things to do:
Draw close up 5 different flowers.
Use colour in your studies.

Go inside the greenhouses to see the more exotic plants 
and take some photos or find them on the internet.








