
       Macbeth 
Act One Scene One 

Thunder and lightning. Enter three Witches. 

 

First Witch:        When shall we three meet again? 

                            In thunder, lightning, or in rain? 

Second Witch:   When the hurly-burly’s done, 

                            When the battle’s lost and won. 

Third Witch:       That will be ere the set of sun. 

First Witch:         Where the place? 

Second Witch:                                Upon the heath. 

Third Witch:        There to meet with Macbeth. 

First Witch:          I come, Graymalkin! 

Second Witch:     Paddock calls. 

Third Witch:        Anon. 

All:                       Fair is foul, and foul is fair: 

                             Hover through the fog and filthy air. 

 

Exit all three. 



Notes: 

 

 The scene begins with thunder and lighting.  

 Are the three witches going to meet again when the 

weather is bad? Why? 

 Hurly-burly = fighting. 

 Battle = a battle is going on offstage at the same time as 

the scene. The three witches will meet after the battle.  

 Ere = before. The battle will be finished before sunset. 

 Heath = flat, open, raised, windswept countryside. 

 The three witches are going to meet the titled character of 

the play Macbeth. 

 Graymalkin = a cat, the first witch’s animal or ‘familiar’. 

 Paddock = a toad, the second witch’s animal or ‘familiar’. 

 Anon = ‘I’m coming straight away’. 

 The rhyme at the end: everything good will be turned bad, 

everything will be turned upside down and the normal 

order disrupted. Badness/evil will be sent out and hang in 

the air which is foggy and filthy. An atmosphere of evil will 

pervade the air. 

 This is a brilliant opening scene which introduces us to 

some of the characters, lets us know the context as a 

battle is raging and tells us what is going to happen next – 

these three women will meet Macbeth when it gets dark 

and they will meet on a heath. The three witches inform us 

that they will be up to mischief.  

 An eerie atmosphere is created which anticipates the next 

meeting of these three women with Macbeth.   

                                                         



 


